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LAW RELATING TO THE PREVENTION OF PROCREATION 

ing a term in the state penitentiary to be allowed any rights or privileges not 
enjoyed by any other convict in the same class or category; that no such con- 
vict shall, under the name or guise of "trusty," be permitted at large without 
the regulation garb. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That no convict shall be employed, en- 
gaged or worked for private or personal purposes outside of the walls of the 
penitentiary, camps or penal farms of the state of Louisiana. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, etc., That the state board of control of 
the state penitentiary shall, immediately, upon the passage of this act, provide 
a code of rules and regulations classifying all convicts under their control; 
fixing a maximum and a minimum average of daily, weekly or monthly hours 
of "hard labor" to be rendered by those in each class and that all such con- 
victs so classified shall be required to perform the labor indicated by their 
classification, not less than the minimum nor more than the maximum, the same 
to be determined and fixed by said board of control, except such as may be 
physically unable to perform such labor and in each such case the certificate 
of a physician shall be required; hard labor under the terms of this Act mean- 
ing any form of actual service that the board of control may deem best suited 
to any such convict. 

Section 4. Be it further enacted, etc., That all violations of the provisions 
of this Act are declared to be malfeasance in office, and the perpetrator thereof, 
upon conviction before any court of competent jurisdiction shall be punishable 
with a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than $500.00, and in default 
of payment, by imprisonment of not less than 30 days, nor more than six 
months in jail, or both, at the discretion of the court, for each and every such 
offense. 

The above Act was approved June 26th, 1912. — From The New Advocate, 
July 5, 1912. W. O. Hart, New Orleans. 

The New York Law Relating to the Prevention of Procreation. — 
(Chapter 445 Laws of New York.) The people of the state of New York, 
represented in senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. Article eighteen of chapter forty-nine of the laws of nineteen 
hundred and nine, entitled "An act in relation to the public health, constituting 
chapter forty-five of the consolidated laws," as renumbered article nineteen by 
section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight of the laws of nineteen 
hundred and eleven, is hereby made article twenty thereof, and sections three 
hundred and fifty and three hundred and fifty-one of such chapter are hereby 
renumbered sections three hundred and sixty and three hundred and sixty-one, 
respectively. 

Section 2. Such chapter is hereby amended by inserting therein a new 
article, to be article nineteen thereof to read as follows : 

Article 19. Operations for the Prevention of Procreation. 

Section 350. Board of Examiners; Compensation and Expenses. — Immedi- 
ately after the passage of this act, the governor shall appoint one surgeon, one 
neurologist, and one practitioner of medicine, each with at least ten years' ex- 
perience in the actual practice of his profession, for a term of five years, to be 
known as the board of examiners of feeble-minded criminals and other defect- 
ives, which board is hereby created. The compensation of the members of such 
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board shall be ten dollars per diem for each day actually engaged in the per- 
formance of the duties of the board, and their actual and necessary traveling 
expenses. Any vacancies occurring in said board shall be filled by appointment 
of the governor for the unexpired term. 

Section 351. General Powers and Duties of the Board; Persons to be 
Operated Upon. — It shall be the duty of the said board to examine into the 
mental and physical condition and the record and family history of the feeble- 
minded, epileptic, criminal and other defective inmates confined in the several 
state hospitals for the insane, state prisons, reformatories and charitable and 
penal institutions in the state, and if in the judgment of the majority of said 
board procreation by any such person would produce children with an inherited 
tendency to crime, insanity, feeble-mindedness, idiocy or imbecility and there is 
no probability that the condition of any such person so examined will improve 
to such an extent as to render procreation by any such person advisable, or if 
the physical or mental condition of any such person will be substantially im- 
proved thereby, then said board shall appoint one of its members to perform 
such operation for the prevention of procreation as shall be decided by said 
board to be most effective. 

The criminals who shall come within the operation of this law shall be 
those who have been convicted of the crime of rape or of such succession of 
offenses against the criminal law as in the opinion of the board shall be deemed 
to be sufficient evidence of confirmed criminal tendencies. 

Section 352. Appointment of Counsel to Person to be Operated Upon. — 
The board of examiners shall apply to any judge of the Supreme court or 
county judge of the county in which said person is confined, for the appoint- 
ment of counsel to represent the person to be examined. Said counsel to act 
at a hearing before the judge and in any subsequent proceedings and no order 
made by said board shall become effective until five days after it shall have 
been filed with the clerk of the court and a copy shall have been served upon 
the counsel appointed to represent the person examined and proof of service 
of said copy of the order to be filed with the clerk of the court. All orders 
made under the provisions of this act shall be subject to review by the Supreme 
court or any justice thereof, and said court may upon appeal from any order 
grant a stay which shall be effective until such appeal shall have been decided 
The judge of the court appointing any counsel under this act may fix the com- 
pensation to be paid him. No surgeon performing an operation under the pro- 
visions of this act shall be held to account therefor. The record taken upon 
the examination of every such inmate signed by the said board of examiners 
shall be preserved by the institution where said inmate is confined and one year 
after the performance of the operation the superintendent or other adminis- 
trative officer of the institution wherein such inmate is confined shall report to 
the board of examiners the condition of the inmate and the effect of such opera- 
tion upon such inmate, and a copy of the report shall be filed with the record 
of the examination. 

Section 353. Unauthorized and Illegal Operations. — Except as authorized 
by this act, every person who shall perform, encourage, assist in or otherwise 
permit the performance of the operation for the purpose of destroying the 
power to procreate the human species or any person who shall knowingly per- 
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mit such operation to be performed upon such person unless the same shall be 
a medical necessity, shall' be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately. 

The above law was passed on April 16, 1912, three-fifths being present, and 
received the approval of the governor. 

F. W. Robertson, M. D., New York City. 

Supplemental Report of the Committee on Intermediary or Municipal 
Court. — To the president and members of the Pennsylvania Bar Associa- 
tion: 

Your committee having filed a report recommending the establishment of 
a County court for Philadelphia, begs leave to file this supplemental or sub- 
stitute report. 

That, as the resolution creating this committee authorized a full investiga- 
tion of the conditions in all counties containing cities of the first and second 
class with regard to the need of an Intermediary or Municipal court, together 
with the submission of an act of assembly for the creation of such a court, and 

As this resolution applied only to Philadelphia, Allegheny and Lackawana 
counties, and 

As Allegheny county now has its County court, and Lackawana county has 
not expressed any desire for such a court, and 

As Philadelphia is the county vitally interested in the report of this com- 
mittee, and 

As the Law Association of Philadelphia has appointed a committee of nine, 
of which three members of your committee are members, which said com- 
mittee is to fully investigate the subject and report to the Law Association of 
Philadelphia not later than December next, your committee therefore recom- 
mends the passage of the- following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the committee of the Pennsylvania State Bar Associa- 
tion be continued. 

2. Resolved, That the committee of the Pennsylvania State Bar Associa- 
tion co-operate with the committee of the Law Association in securing such 
relief as may be found most expedient and desirable for Philadelphia county, 
and 

3. Resolved, That the committee of the Pennsylvania State Bar Associa- 
tion shall assist in securing the passage by the legislature of 1913, of such 
legislation as will be found most expedient and desirable by the Law Associa- 
tion of Philadelphia to secure the relief desired. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Theodore F. Jenkins, Francis Shunk Brown, William A. Blakeley, Everett 
Warren, Dunner Beeber, Edwin M. Abbott, Chairman. 
Change of Venue by the State. — About ten or twelve years ago, Col. 
Sam N. Wood, one of the early pioneers of prominence in Kansas, was killed 
in a county seat fight in a sparsely settled western county of the state. So few 
were the qualified voters, and so well known the facts, and so strong the feel- 
ing, that it was not possible to secure an impartial jury in the county to try 
the case. So the murderer escaped trial. To remedy this gross miscarriage 
of justice, Senator F. Dumont Smith, in the legislature of 1903, offered a reso- 
lution, (Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8) to amend Section 10 of the bill 
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